
AGENDA
REGULAR MEETING OF COUNCIL

January 28, 2020
6:30 AM

1. ROLL CALL

2. READING OF MINUTES

3. REPORTS & COMMUNICATIONS FROM MAYOR & HEADS OF 
DEPARTMENTS AND INTERESTED PARTIES AND CITY 
CLERK’S NOTES

3.A MINUTES OF THE SCRANTON LACKAWANNA HEALTH & WELFARE AUTHORITY
MEETING HELD NOVEMBER 21, 2019.

Scranton Lackawanna Health & Welfare Authority Minutes
11-21-19.pdf

3.B ANNUAL FINANCIAL REPORT FOR THE CITY OF SCRANTON YEAR ENDED
DECEMBER 31, 2018 PREPARED BY THE OFFICE OF THE CITY
CONTROLLER.

Annual Financial Report for year ended 12-31-2018.pdf

3.C CORRESPONDENCE SENT TO AUDITOR GENERAL EUGENE DEPASQUALE DATED
JANUARY 21, 2020 IN REFERENCE TO THE SALE OF THE SCRANTON SEWER
AUTHORITY.    

Correspondence sent to Auditor General DePasquale dated
1-21-2020.pdf

3.D MINUTES OF THE SCRANTON SEWER AUTHORITY BOARD OF DIRECTORS
MEETINGS HELD NOVEMBER 21 AND DECEMBER 19, 2019.
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https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/514060/Scranton_Lackawanna_Health___Welfare_Authority_Minutes_11-21-19.pdf
https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/514060/Scranton_Lackawanna_Health___Welfare_Authority_Minutes_11-21-19.pdf
https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/514730/Annual_Financial_Report_for_year_ended_12-31-2018.pdf
https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/518019/Correspondence_sent_to_Auditor_General_DePasquale_dated_1-21-2020.pdf
https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/518019/Correspondence_sent_to_Auditor_General_DePasquale_dated_1-21-2020.pdf


Scranton Sewer Authority Board Meeting Minutes 11-21-19 &
12-19-19.pdf

3.E CORRESPONDENCE RECEIVED FROM MAYOR PAIGE G. COGNETTI DATED
JANUARY 21, 2020 REGARDING U.S. CONFERENCE OF MAYORS WINTER
MEETING. 

Correspondence received from Mayor Paige G. Cognetti dated
1-21-2020.pdf

3.F CORRESPONDENCE RECEIVED FROM THE SCRANTON FIRE DEPARTMENT DATED
JANUARY 24, 2020 IN RESPONSE TO EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT
COORDINATOR DUTIES AND ACTIONS. 

Correspondence received from Scranton Fire Department dated
1-24-2020.pdf

3.G FUEL CARD ANALYSIS RECEIVED FROM OFFICE OF THE CITY CONTROLLER
DATED JANUARY 23, 2020.

Fuel Card Analysis received from City Controller dated
1-23-2020.pdf

4. CITIZENS PARTICIPATION

5. INTRODUCTION OF ORDINANCES, RESOLUTIONS,
APPOINTMENT AND/OR RE-APPOINTMENTS TO BOARDS &
COMMISSIONS MOTIONS & REPORTS OF COMMITTEES

5.A MOTIONS

5.B FOR INTRODUCTION – AN ORDINANCE – AMENDING FILE OF THE COUNCIL
NO. 2, 1983 AN ORDINANCE, AMENDING FILE OF THE COUNCIL NO. 39,
1977, ENTITLED “AN ORDINANCE ESTABLISHING RATES OF DISCOUNT AND
PENALTIES ON TAXES DUE ON REAL ESTATE TO THE CITY OF SCRANTON,”
BY AMENDING CERTAIN PROVISIONS RELATING TO DISCOUNTS, THE
DISCOUNT PERIOD, INSTALLMENT PAYMENTS AND PENALTIES ON TAXES
DUE ON REAL ESTATE TO THE CITY OF SCRANTON. 
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https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/516375/Scranton_Sewer_Authority_Board_Meeting_Minutes_11-21-19___12-19-19.pdf
https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/516375/Scranton_Sewer_Authority_Board_Meeting_Minutes_11-21-19___12-19-19.pdf
https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/517954/Correspondence_received_from_Mayor_Paige_G._Cognetti_dated_1-21-2020.pdf
https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/517954/Correspondence_received_from_Mayor_Paige_G._Cognetti_dated_1-21-2020.pdf
https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/517952/Correspondence_received_from_Scranton_Fire_Department_dated_1-24-2020.pdf
https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/517952/Correspondence_received_from_Scranton_Fire_Department_dated_1-24-2020.pdf
https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/518116/Fuel_Card_Analysis_received_from_City_Controller_dated_1-23-2020.pdf
https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/518116/Fuel_Card_Analysis_received_from_City_Controller_dated_1-23-2020.pdf


Ordinance-2020 Amending Provisions relating to Real Estate
Taxes Due.pdf

6. CONSIDERATION OF ORDINANCES - READING BY TITLE

6.A NO BUSINESS AT THIS TIME.

7. FINAL READING OF RESOLUTIONS AND ORDINANCES

7.A FOR CONSIDERATION BY THE COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC WORKS - FOR
ADOPTION - FILE OF THE COUNCIL NO. 1, 2020 –  CLOSING AND
VACATING A PORTION OF BLUCHER AVENUE BETWEEN BEECH STREET AND
BIRCH STREET. 

Ordinance-2020 Closing and Vacating a Portion of Blucher
Avenue.pdf

7.B FOR CONSIDERATION BY THE COMMITTEE ON FINANCE – FOR ADOPTION -
FILE OF THE COUNCIL NO. 2, 2020 - AMENDING FILE OF THE COUNCIL
NO. 43, 2018, AN ORDINANCE AMENDING FILE OF THE COUNCIL NO.
100, 1976, ENTITLED “AN ORDINANCE (AS AMENDED) LEVYING GENERAL
AND SPECIAL TAXES FOR THE FISCAL YEAR 1977”, BY SETTING THE
MILLAGE FOR THE  YEAR 2020 AND THE SAME SHALL REMAIN IN FULL
FORCE AND EFFECT ANNUALLY THEREAFTER” BY AMENDING SECTION 1
REVERTING BACK TO THE MILLAGE RATES FROM 2016 WHICH ARE .232521
MILLS LEVY ON LAND AND .050564 MILLS LEVY ON ALL BUILDINGS AND
BY ELIMINATING THE DEDICATED MILLAGE FOR DEBT SERVICE CONTAINED
IN SECTION 2 AND REPLACING THE DEDICATED MILLAGE FOR DEBT
SERVICE WITH A DEDICATED DEBT PERCENTAGE OF 33% OF REAL ESTATE
TAX REVENUES COLLECTED ON A CURRENT YEAR BASIS.
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https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/515385/Ordinance-2020_Amending_Provisions_relating_to_Real_Estate_Taxes_Due.pdf
https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/515385/Ordinance-2020_Amending_Provisions_relating_to_Real_Estate_Taxes_Due.pdf
https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/514695/Ordinance-2020_Closing_and_Vacating_a_Portion_of_Blucher_Avenue.pdf
https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/514695/Ordinance-2020_Closing_and_Vacating_a_Portion_of_Blucher_Avenue.pdf


Ordinance-2020 Setting the Millage for 2020.pdf

7.C FOR CONSIDERATION BY THE COMMITTEE ON RULES – FOR ADOPTION -
RESOLUTION NO. 5, 2020 – RATIFYING AND APPROVING THE FEE
AGREEMENT FOR LEGAL SERVICES FROM THE LAW FIRM STEVENS & LEE ON
BEHALF OF THE CITY OF SCRANTON IN THE MATTER OF ST. FLEUR, ET
AL. V. CITY OF SCRANTON, ET AL. (LACKAWANNA COUNTY COURT OF
COMMON PLEAS DOCKET NO. 2017-CV-1403).

Resolution-2020 Legal Services Stevens & Lee.pdf

8. ADJOURNMENT
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https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/514700/Ordinance-2020_Setting_the_Millage_for_2020.pdf
https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/514711/Resolution-2020_Legal_Services_Stevens___Lee.pdf


SCRANTON LACKAWANNA HEALTH & WELFARE AUT 
MINUTES OF MEETING 

November 21, 2019 

ECELVED 
JAN 2 1 2020 

Attended By: 
Authority Members:  
Vincent O'Bell, Chairman 
Jerry Weinberger, Secretary 
John Granahan, Asst. Secretary 
Victor Giambrone, Asst. Treasure 

OFFICE OF CITY 
COUNCIL/CITY CLERK 

Joseph DeAntona, Member (by phone) 
Gary Cicerini, Member 
James Walsh, Member (by phone) 

Staff Members  
Mary Ellen Clarke, Asst. Administrator 

Mr. O'Bell, the Chairman of the Scranton Lackawanna Health and Welfare Authority called the regular board 
meeting to order at 5:30PM. Mr. O'Bell extended a warm welcome to Mr. James Walsh, the newest member of the 
Scranton Lackawanna Health and Welfare Authority. 

I. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

Mr. O'Bell presented the Minutes of the October 17, 2019, meeting which had previously been sent to 
the board members. Mr. Weinberger moved that the minutes be approved as presented. Mr. 
Giambrone seconded the motion and it passed unanimously. 

II. TREASURER'S REPORT 

A. Approval of Expenditures 

Mr. Giambrone, Assistant Treasurer, presented the Treasurer's Reports for October 2019, a copy 
of which is incorporated with the Minutes of this Meeting. As of October 31, 2019, expenditures 
total $54,987.11. The balance in the Budget is $13,012.89. The balance in the Operating Fund is 
$56,228.54. Income received and deposited for the month was $1.48. A CD matured at the end 
of September and $25,000 was deposited into the checking account on October l m  for operating 
expenses for 2020. A motion was made by Mr. Granahan to approve the Treasurer's Report for 
October 31, 2019. Mr. Cicerini seconded and it passed unanimously. 

III. NEW BUSINESS 

A. Northeastern Child Care Services 

Mr. O'Bell stated that Atty. Koscelansky could not be present this evening and has submitted a 
Resolution for Northeastern Child Care Services, a charitable organization under Section 501(c) 
(3). Northeastern Child Care Services has requested the assistance of the Authority in connection 
with a $2,000,000.00 project. Northeastern Child Care Services has previously purchased a 
building at 901 Adams Avenue, Scranton, Pennsylvania and plans to renovate or demolish and 
rebuild the building. 
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Scranton Lackawanna Health & Welfare Authority 
November 21, 2019 

Mr. Granahan stated that he would like to know the names of the directors of Northeastern Child 

Care Services so that he knows who is getting the money. The board instructed Ms. Clarke to ask 

Atty. Koscelansky for the names of the directors of Northeastern Child Care Services. 

Mr. Granahan motioned to approve the Resolution for Northeastern Child Care Services once the 

Directors have been identified. Mr. Giambrone seconded and it passed unanimously. 

B. Other Business 

1) Approval of Address Change to Authority By-Laws 

Ms. Clarke explained to the board members that the Authority's By-Laws has 

the old address of 200 Adams Avenue and has to be updated to the new address 

of 123 Wyoming Avenue. 

Mr. Weinberger motioned to approve the address change. Mr. Granahan 

seconded and it passed unanimously. 

IV. ADJOURNMENT 

With no further business, Mr. Granahan moved to adjourn the meeting. Mr. Giambrone seconded and 

the meeting adjourned at 5:50PM. The board then went into Executive Session. 

tVka  
CHAIRMAN 
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cgofitz g 
eas conttoffa 

c..114unialfrai 23 ticiin5 

c.S'etanlon, giennlyfounta 18503 

(570 3484125 

City of cSettanton 
gpennsyroania 

SCRANTON,PE  

-N*t 

SC/RATED APRIL 

Office of Efie day Conbtoffut 

and 93ut&att of ilnuestigations 

Date: January 21, 2020 

Troup Yam gtturray, City Controller 

The 5fonorabre Judges 
Court of Common Pleas 
County of Lackawanna 
Commonwealth of (Pennsylvania 

Subject: City of Scranton 
2018 _Annual Tinancial Report 

Comments: Dear Ylonorable judges 

Toll-owing „Act 289 — Assembly of July 1957 (RE. 512 and pursuant to section 

704, paragraph seven of the Scranton .7-roma RA Charter, I hereby submit the 

Annual import of the City of Scranton for the fiscal year then ended, December 31, 

2018, showing the financial condition of the City of 'Scranton 

The report inchufes statements of cash receipts and expenditures for the fiscal year 

2018, along with other financial statements and tabs. 

Sincerely, 

n SMurray 
City Controller 
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City Controller 

(.4  

Notary Public 

got.,. Sliturtay 

fy  Conenoiren 

&Municipal Budding 

c.Siananton, gannd.yivanta 18503 

(570) 3484125 

City of cSatanton 
J enniAania 

Office of kfic city donbtofftt 

and Dazzau of uJnvesligations 

(Date: January 21, 2020 

Tram: yo fin y. rrylarray 
City Controller 
City of Scranton 

To: The honorable judges 
Courts of Common Teas 
County of Lackawanna 
Commonwealth of Wennsylvania 

Subject: 

Comments: 

City of Scranton 
2018 Annual Titutncial Statement 

Now this 71  @ay of  t 1 cu  't 1 2020 in the City of Scranton, County of 

Lackawanna; before me Cc r e a Notary Tubfic came Joint 5, Murray, 

Controller of the City of Scranton, who being duly sworn, stated that the within statements 

and tables relating to receipts and disbursements and the status of various funds of the City 

of Scranton for the year then ended, (DecemBer 31, 2018, comprising the report of the City 

Controller are, to the best of her knowledge and belief, well and truly stated as shown by the 

records of the City of Scranton. 

 

 

 

Commonwealth of Pannsylvanla - Notary Seal 
. Mary Lynn Carey, Notary Public 

Lackawanna County 
My commission expires June 14,2022 

Commission number 1224787  

Me Set, Pennsylvanla Association of NO631109 
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Offiaz of tie ditty donbcollet 

and Bateau of _Unvestisations 

Date: 

'From; 

To: 

Subject: 

Comments: 

January 21, 2020 

John J. Murray, City Controller 
City of Scranton 

The 510norable (Paige Cognetti, Mayor 
City of Scranton 
niunicipafOuilding 
Scranton, (Pennsylvania 18503 

City of Scranton 
2018 Annual (Report 

<Dear gfonoradth 'Mayor. 

Tollowing the Act of fissem6ly of March 7, 1901; and pursuant to Section 704, 

paragraph seven of the City of Scrantongfmne tde Charter, I hereby submit the 

Annual ftort of the City Controtter for the fiscaryear then ended, December 31, 

2018. 

Our examination of the financial statements were made in accordance with generally 

accepted auditing standards and accordingly, includes such tests of the accounting 

records and such other auditing procedures as we considered  necessary in the 

circumstances. 

I believe the data, as presented; is accurate in all material aspects. The data is 

presented in a manner designed to fairly set forth the financial position and results in 

the operations of the city as measured by the financial activity of its various funds. 

fill disclosures necessary to enable the reader to gain the ma.timunt understanding of 

the city's financial affairs have been Melia:lei-liar the fiscalyear 2018, 

Sincerely, 

array 
City Controller 10
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4bRATED APRIL,'  

effiaz of tfis eity dontaottert 

and atECW, of -172.UELtigali0t26, 

Date: January 21, 2020 

Tram: John], Murray, City Controller 
City of Scranton 

Tor The gfortorable City Council 
City of Scranton 
!Municipal (Building 
Scranton, (Pennsylvania 18503 

Subject: City of Scranton 
2018 Annual' Weport 

Comments: Dear Yfonorable Council' 

Tollowing the Act of Assembly of March 7, 1901; and pursuant to Section 704, 
paragraph seven of the City of Scranton.7fome Wide Charter; I hereby submit the 
Annual Weport of the City Controller for the fiscal year then ended December 31, 
2018. 

Our avinination of the financial statements were made in accordance with generally 
accepted auditing  standards and accordingly, includes such tests of the accounting 
records and such other auditing procedures as we considered necessary in the 
circumstances. 

I believe the data, as presented, is accurate in all material aspects, (The data is 
presented in a manner designed to fairly set forth the financialposition andresults in 
the operations of the city as measured by the financial activity of its various funds. 
All disclosures necessary to enable the reader to gain the maximum understanding of 
the city's finarcialaffairs have been includedfor the fiscalyear2018. 

Si tcere(y, 

.9 (ltd. Murray 
City Controller 11
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COMBINED FINANCIAL STATEMENT 

A -1 COMBINED TEN YEAR STATEMENT OF DELINQUENT TAX RECEIVABLE 

A - 2 COMBINED SCHEDULE OF NOTES AND BONDS PAYABLE 
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CITY OF SCRANTON 
DELINQUENT TAX RECEIVABLE 

COMBINED TEN YEAR STATEMENT 
STATEMENT A 1 

TAXES FOR THE YEAR TOTAL TAXES AND DELINQUENT REGISTERED 

DELINQUENT & REGISTERED ASSESSMENTS REAL ESTATE Real Estate 

2017 
2016 
2015 
2014 
2013 
2012 

$ (7,616,676) 
(1,291,322) 
1,634,562 
(501,019) 

(1,795,315) 
749,897 

7,011,778 
1,524,800 
(468,180) 
501,524 

3,270,113 
361,373 

2011 380,161 (375,321) 

2010 (54,851) 1,290,501 

2009 (81,169) (438,436) 

2008 & PRIOR 7,070,979 (597,202) 1,581,236 

1,404,753  2,95015fit 

(Delinquent Taxes) 

te$S..458 14;01) o516)1  

(Estimated Uncollectable) 

04)5 Saltal 
(Delinquent Receivable) 

Note (Negative figures indicate surplus collections over delinquency were received and 

applied in those respective years. 
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GENERAL FUND 

B -1 STATEMENT OF REVENUES AND TRANSFERS, ESTIMATED AND ACTUAL 

B - 2 STATEMENT OF EXPENDITURES, TRANSFERS AND ENCUMBRANCES 

B - 3 STATEMENT OF ENCUMBRANCES PAID 

B - 4 SUMMARY STATEMENT OF OPERATING SURPLUS / DEFICIT 

B - 5 CURRENT DEBT 
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CITY OF SCRANTON, PENNSYLVANIA 

GENERAL FUND STATEMENT OF EXPENSES 
YEAR ENDED DECEMBER 31, 2018 
STATEMENT B - 3 (CONTINUED) 

pARpsANDIcommis.slefts.32] 

10030 Zoning Board $ 18,078.10 

10060 Everhart Museum 28,999.98 

10075 First Night Scranton 

10080 Scranton Tomorrow 75,000.00 

10110 Shade Tree Commission 137,684.59 

10120 St. Cats & Dogs 10,000.00 

10140 Civil Service Commission 17,843.12 

10155 LHVA Trail Maintenance 70,500.00 

10175 Scranton Plan 60,000.00 
$ 418,105.79 

IcoNTINGEN9Yp 

13100 OECD Contingency $ 182,971,13 
$ 182,971.13 

ISPECIALITBM 

15230 TAN Series A $ 12,750,000.00 

15240 TAN Interest 351,262.50 

15310 Oper. Transfer-Debt Service Street Lgt. 510,000.00 

15320 Debt-Guaranteeed Energy System 144,997.96 

15324 Opel. Transfer-FPM Aid Loan 100,000.00 

15328 Oper. Transfer-2016 Redev. Auth. AA 2,061,662.50 

15329 Oper. Transfer-Debt Service Refuse Packe 218,147.96 

15330 KME Engine 49,849.00 

15332 2017 GO Refunding 3,234,419.45 

15334 Oper. Transfer Debt JD Loader 25,851.02 

15335 Oper, Transfer Debt LEMS 219,557,60 

15336 Oper. Transfer Debt T/O Gear 80,000.00 

15338 Oper. Transfer 2016 Settlement A 2,420,500.00 

15339 Oper. Transfer Debt Service 2016 SPA 1,877,000.00 

15340 Lease Ford Trucks 2016 53,925.94 

15341 PIB Loan 2016 244,968,88 

15342 Lease SI Lighting 2016 413,345.00 

15343 2018 Aerial Platform Lease 102,156.57 
$ 24,857,644.38 

;UNPAID BILLS; 

16090 Unencumbered Obligation $ 344,533.02 

16270 Court Awards 483,951.00 
828,484.02 

I,GRANTS AND CONTRIBUTIONS!  

17020 Veterans' Organizations $ 50,000.00 

17060 Tripp Park Community Center $ 1,000.00 

17080 Revenue Pass Through 250,000.00 
$ 301,000.00 

Page 17 
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CITY OF SCRANTON, PENNSYLVANIA 
SUMMARY STATEMENT OF OPERATING SURPLUS / DEFICIT 

YEAR ENDED DECEMBER 31, 2018 
STATEMENT B - 4 

ritiireiliihtektiVrelibbttWANTATIYEtidit 

Cash Carried From 2017 and Prior Years 

LESS: Unpaid Bills ( 2019 Budget at 12/31/2018 ) 

2018 Cumulative Budget Surplus / Deficit 

1P1010lital$1a$1711.:(50101. 

Revenues Received 2018 ( Net Authorities) $ 127,875,901.97 

LESS: Cash Carryover From Prior Years 
Expenses ( Less Authorities) 127,494,695.13 

2018 Surplus / Deficit $ 381 206 84 

Page 18 33



CITY OF SCRANTON, PENNSYLVANIA 
CURRENT DEBT 

YEAR ENDED DECEMBER 31, 2018 
STATEMENT B-5 

Amount 

Uniform Allowance 
Health Insurance 
Pension Expense 
Unemployment Insurance 
Social Security 
Professional Fees 
Service & Maintenance 
Contract Services 
Printing & Binding 
Postage & Freight 
Advertising 
Dues & Subscriptions 
Miscellaneous Service Not Classified 
Stationery/Office Supplies 
Gas, Oil and Lubricants 
EquipmentNehicle Repair/Main t. 
General Equipment 
Building Repair/Maintenance 
Paving 
Small Tool/Shop Supplies 
Supplies Park & Rec. 
Materials/Supplies 
Equipment Supplies & Tires 
Travel & Lodging 
PG Energy 
PA American Water 
Electric 
Telephone 
Street Lighting 
Training & Certification 
Landfill Refuse Fee 
Capital Expenditures 
Liability/Casualty Insurance 
Personnel Cost Adjustment 
Workman's Comp 
SPCA-Animal Control 
Boards/Commissions 
Tax/Miscellaneous Refuds 
Prior Year Obligations  

$ 1,312.17 
201,129.82 

32,911.04 
4,325.32 

35,985.75 
217,124.94 

6,414.07 
308.43 
547.00 
863.25 
314.85 
160.00 
113.15 
842.74 

28,961.94 
11,835.75 
5,178.82 

15,605.39 
657,107.00 

200.00 
938.04 

4,896.39 
378.95 
48.25 

17,286,67 
22,665.22 
23,910.78 
16,889,69 
35,572.81 
4,436.83 

60,815,11 
203,651.23 

15,732.56 
2,022,91 

9,215.00 
9,881.06 

168.00 
9,900.00 

Pagel 9 34



SPECIAL CITY BUDGET REVENUE FUND 

C -1 STATEMENT OF RECEIPTS REVISIONS AND DISBURSEMENTS 
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DEBT SERVICE FUND 

D -1 LOCAL GOVERNMENT UNIT DEBT ACT 
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LOCAL GOVERNMENT UNIT DEBT ACT 
PURSUANT TO SECTION 410 

CITY OF SCRANTON 
LOCAL GOVERNMENT UNIT: LACKAWANNA 

STATEMENT AS OF 12-31-18 
STATEMENT D-1 

I. rigRpgSTNCTIRRE701:I 

A. Bonds and Notes Outstanding: 
B. Contract Outstanding: 
C. Bond Proceed Commitments: 

NON 
ELECTORAL ELECTORAL LEASE RENT 

$ 124,052,794.00 $ 2,962,226.00 
- $ 
- $ 

12t661 ;o2oMol 9TAP0139§§21ktetiRRapipEta  

2. Gross Incurred Lease Rental Debt: 

p-(600:41PlitWerSipproimmipt, 

Ii. [ieng-cimIgotxparnal,-71' 

to Rossi*: 

FEEWTWI4EilffrOPITOKOTE) 

$ 2,962,226.00  

001$0011 

2052a9: 4 s62gg6-,00-Li 

1.  Sinking Fund, Reserve Accounts: $ 
2.  Current Appropriation: 5,465,442.00 651,514.00 

3.  Uncollected Special Assess: 
4.  Delinquent Taxes and Liens: 
5.  Self-Liquidating and Self Sustaining 

Debt of Scranton Sewer Authority: 
6.  Surplus Cash: 
7.  Solvent Debts Due: 
8.  Indemnifying Insurance: 

tat NO-10ebtOdhe -A18;087;352,0 -2,310,71200 

Page 23 40



CITY OF SCRANTON 
FINANCIAL TABLES 

1. General Government Expenditures by Function Last Five Fiscal Years 

2. General Revenues by Sources of Income Last Five Fiscal Years 

3. Tax Revenues by Source Last Five Fiscal Years 

4. Assessed Valuation of Taxable Property Last Ten Fiscal Years 

5. Property Tax Rates and Other Taxes All Governments Last Ten Fiscal Years 

6. Ratio of Net General Bonded Debt to Assessed Valuation Last Ten Fiscal Years 

7. Net Bonded Debt Per Capita Last Ten Fiscal Years 

8. Computation of Direct and Overlapping Debt Year Ended December 31, 2018 

9. Computation of Legal Non - Electoral Debt Margin Year Ended December 31, 2018 

10, Ratio of Net General Bonded Debt to Total Fund Expenditures Last Ten Fiscal Years 

11. General Obligation Bonds Debt Service Requirement to Maturity 
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CITY OF SCRANTON, PENNSYLVANIA 
ASSESSED VALUATION OF TAXABLE PROPERTY 

LAST TEN FISCAL YEARS 
TABLE 4 

'':--%- YEAR (LAND) % OF TOTAL 
ASSESSED VALUE 
kOmPRoVgmglOgr %ForTOTAL:' 

2018 $ 387,265,051.00 $ 89,985,310.00 23.24% $ 297,279,741.00 76.76% 

2017 387,460,219.00 90,752,757.00 23.42% 296,707,462.00 76.58% 

2016 393,463,291.00 91,620,242.00 23,29% 301,843,049.00 76.71% 

2015 396,817,763.00 91,822,545.00 23.14% 304,995,218.00 76.86% 

2014 398,421,682.00 92,731,414,00 23.27% 305,690,268.00 76.73% 

2013 395,420,889.00 92,971,532.00 23.61% 302,449,357.00 76.49% 

2012 395,272,432.00 92,575,729.00 23.42% 302,696,703.00 76.58% 

2011 384,975,847.00 92,575,729,00 24.05% 292,400,118.00 75.95% 

2010 387,147,057,00 92,971,076.00 24.01% 294,175,981.00 75.99% 

2009 394,222 761 00 93,394,804.00 23.69% 300,827,957.00 76.31% 
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CITY OF SCRANTON PENNSYLVANIA 

RATIO OF NET GENERAL BONDED DEBT TO ASSESSED VALUATION 

LAST TEN FISCAL YEARS 
TABLE 6 

% OF Wr-BONPED-PEBT 
ASSESSED VALUATION 

2018 387,265,051.00 118,587,352.00 30.62% 

2017 387,460,219.00 101,062,794.00 26.08% 

2016 393,463,291.00 143,785,766.00 36.54% 

2015 396,817,763.00 74,181,845,00 18.69% 

2014 398,421,682.00 76,524,025.00 19.21% 

2013 395,420,889.00 82,080,000,00 20.76% 

2012 395,262,885.00 81,470,000,00 20.61% 

2011 384,975,847.00 63,505,399.00 16.50% 

2010 387,147,057.00 64,405,000.00 16.64% 

2009 394,222,761.00 66,765,000.00 16.94% 

Page 29 
47



CITY OF SCRANTON 
NET BONDED DEBT PER CAPITA 

LAST TEN YEARS 
TABLE 7 

T:l.LFI070.514::Yg 'ThbilkOLATIOVZ 

. 
TilibNbEDT'ititI3ta, 

TliONDEPBE 
_PER.-QA:PITA" 

2018 77,182 $ 118,587,352.00 1536,46 
2017 77,605 101,062,794.00 1302,27 

2016 77,291 143,785,766.00 1860.32 
2015 77,206 74,181,845,00 960,83 

2014 75,409 76,524,025.00 1014.79 

2013 75,861 81,470,000.00 1073,94 

2012 76,122 63,505,399,00 834.26 

2011 75,982 64,405,000.00 847,63 

2010 76,079 66,765,000.00 877.57 
2009 76,415 69,060,000,00 903.75 

*Non-Census years are U,S, Census Bureau Estimates 
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CITY OF SCRANTON 
COMPUTATION OF DIRECT AND OVERLAPPING DEBT 

YEAR ENDED DECEMBER 31, 2018 
TABLE 8 

CITY OF SCRANTON'S SHARE OF DEBT 
BASED UPON ASSESSED VALUATION IN THE RESPECTIVE CIVIL DIVISION 

CIVIVDIVISIOISVM:f6tri,';,  Z:.1;130NDg1).:0130S8l:DEBfl'Zit--11PERMNTAGET,1 6it4A11/101IINMM 

City of Scranton 118,587,352,00 100% $ 118,587,352.00 

Scranton School District 201,345,000.00 100% 201,345,000.00 

Lackawanna County 225,714,022.00 100% 225,714,022.00 
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leotofe 'Debt Limit  

(Debt Littiit P( 00g0080 

53,917,18'1 fi3 

151,305,77 21„ j 

133-264:118.03] 

29 570 45 24 

otal Net Revenues:` 

Borrowing  
(Divided by Three) 

CITY OF SCRANTON, PENNSYLVANIA 
COMPUTATION OF LEGAL NON - ELECTORAL DEBT MARGIN 

12-31-18 
TABLE 9 

$ 127,875,901.97 V:enliKSIWeaNe; 

Scranton Sewer Authority Transfer 

Refunds and Damages 
Land and Property Sales 
Court Awards $ 483,951.00 

Debt Service Requirements $ 10,391,524.98 

$ 0;075:475.981 

Net Revenues Current: $ 117,000,425.99 

Net Revenues: 2017 $ 135,657,445.40 

Net Revenues: 2016 $ 201,259,310.24 

Less: 
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CITY OF SCRANTON 

RATIO OF THE NET GENERAL BONDED DEBT TO TOTAL FUND EXPENDITURES 

LAST TEN FISCAL YEARS 
TABLE 10 

',1'2.2 -,,LL=: 

_ YEAR''.',3 
ala-giT*0&44 

:LM-PROBIFAL;-iM 
VkaiZaTAMVSZ.  

Immi-rtiusp4Arg 
TOTAL -Atigiq 

zpEet.?-:aggvictx% 
:!jTPTA.,..4E;GF NA194Z  

_exRENDIIMI3:e$:: 
RAT1R 

--- A,_ 

2018 $ 118,587,352.00 4,926,082.98 $ 123,513,434.98 $ 127,494,695.13 96.88% 

2017 101,062,794.00 3,090,527.53 104,153,321.53 177,789,530.54 58.58% 

2016 143,785,766.00 3,966,733.27 147,752,499.27 171,332,871.36 86.24% 

2015 74,181,845.00 4,150,366.26 78,332,211.26 95,655,900.35 81.89% 

2014 76,524,025.00 4,513,603.39 81,037,628.39 93,092,727.53 87.05% 

2013 82,080,000.00 2,383,386.63 84,463,386,63 89,086,049.37 94.81% 

2012 81470,000.00 2,891,812.96 84,361,812.96 91$94,813.65 91.70% 

2011 63,505,399.00 2,946,040.05 66,451,439.05 78,384,144.98 84.78% 

2010 64,405,000.00 2,980,959.27 67,385,959.27 77,932,889.74 86.47% 

2009 66,765,000,00 3,041,696,22 69,806,696.22 80,495,899,38 86.72% 

*ACTUAL DEBT SERVICE REQUIREMENT 
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CITY OF SCRANTON 
GENERAL OBLIGATION BONDS DEBT SERVICE REQUIREMENTS TO MATURITY 

TABLE 11 

    
 

   
 

   

 

EJsc YE  

2019 
2020 
2021 
2022 
2023 

2024-2028 
2029 

5,180,000,00 
5,445,000.00 
5,735,000,00 
6,170,000.00 
6,590,000.00 

27,216,000.00 
4,650,000.00 

 

3,006,550.00 
2,750,963.00 
2,482,188.00 
2,198,975,00 
1,894,150.00 
5,000,800.00 

232,500.00 

8,186,550.00 
8,195,963.00 
8,217,188.00 
8,368,975,00 
8,484,150.00 

32,215,800.00 
4,882,500.00 

  

    
 

   
 

   

    
 

   
 

   

    
 

   
 

11_600  
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CITY OF SCRANTON 
" SCRANTON - THE FRIENDLY CITY " 

MISCELLANEOUS INFORMATION 
I 

The City of Scranton was established in 1840. 

The City of Scranton was incorporated on April 23, 1866 with the form of government being the Mayor, 

City Council and effective January 5, 1976, under a Home Rule Charter, as mandated by the Citizens 

of the City of Scranton. 

The elected officials of the City of Scranton are the Mayor, William L. Courtright; City Council: Patrick 

Rogan, Tim Perry, Wayne Evans, William Gaughan, and Kyle Donahue and City Controller, 

Roseann Novembrino. 

The area is 25.27 square miles with an altitude of 752 to 1,770 feet above sea level. Latitude 41 degrees 

25 minutes North and Longitude of 75 degrees 40 minutes East. 

gomopostogatogagi 
Land $ 89,985,310.00 

Improvements $ 297,279,741.00 

Total $ 387,265,051.00 

rtfircITIOWNTI 
1880 WAS 48,850 1950 WAS 125,536 

1890 WAS 75,215 1960 WAS 111,443 

1900 WAS 102,026 1970 WAS 102,294 

1910 WAS 129,867 1980 WAS 87,367 

1920 WAS 137,783 1990 WAS 81,805 

1930 WAS 143,433 2000 WAS 76,415 

1940 WAS 140,404 2010 WAS 76,089 
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CITY OF SCRANTON 
SCRANTON MAYORS 

II 

1866 - 1869 E.S.M. Hill 1930 - 1934 Fred K. Derby 
1869 - 1872 William M. Montes 1934 - 1938 S.J. Davis 
1872 - 1875 Michael W. Loftus 1938 - 1942 Fred J. Huester 
1875 - 1878 Robert H. McKine 1942 - 1946 H,J. Snowdon 
1878 - 1880 Terrance V. Powderly 1946 - 1950 James T. Hanlon 
1880 - 1882 Terrance V. Powderly 1950 - 1954 James T. Hanlon 
1882 - 1884 Terrance V. Powderly 1954 - 1958 James T. Hanlon 

1884 - 1886 Francis A, Beamish 1958 - 1962 James T. Hanlon 

1886 - 1890 Ezra H. Ripple 1962 - 1966 W.T. Schmidt 
1890 - 1893 John H. Fellows 1966 - 1970 James J. Walsh 
1893 - 1896 W.L. Connell 1970 - 1974 Eugene J. Peters 
1896 - 1899 James G. Bailey 1974 - 1978 Eugene J. Peters 
1899 - 1901 James Moir 1978 - 1982 Eugene F. Hickey 

1901 - James Moir (Recorder) 1982 - 1986 James B. McNulty 
1901 - 1903 W.L. Connell (Recorder) 1986 - 1990 David J. Wenzel 
1903 - 1906 Alex T. Connell 1990 - 1994 James P. Connors 
1906 - 1909 J. Benjamin Dimmick 1994 - 1998 James P. Connors 
1909 - 1914 John Von Bergen, Jr. 1998 - 2002 James P. Connors 
1914 - 1918 Edmund B. Jermyn 2002 - 2006 Christopher A. Doherty 
1918 - 1922 Alex T, Connell 2006 - 2010 Christopher A. Doherty 
1922 - 1926 John F. Durkin 2010 - 2014 Christopher A. Doherty 
1926 - 1930 E.B. Jermyn 2014 - 2018 William L. Courtright 
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CITY OF SCRANTON 
CITY TREASURERS 

III 

1866 - 1867 Frederick Schrader 1938 - 1941 Howard J. Snowdon 

1867 - 1868 Frederick Schrader 1941 - 1942 John R. Burleigh 

1868 - 1869 P.J. McMahon 1942 - 1946 Fred W. Schuman 

1869 - 1872 Charles H. Schadt 1946 - 1950 Edward J. Coleman 

1872 - 1874 John O'Donnell 1950 - 1954 Edward J. Coleman 

1874 - 1876 J.H. Millspaugh 1954 - 1958 Edward J. Coleman 

1876 - 1878 Thomas Durkin 1958 - 1962 Edward J. Coleman 

1878 - G.W. Courtwright 1962 - 1964 Joseph P. Eiden 

1878 - 1879 Reese T. Evans 1964 - 1966 Arthur A. Piasecki 

1879 - 1881 D.M. Jones 1966 - 1968 Frank T. O'Neill 

1881 - 1883 D.M. Jones 1968 - 1970 John C. Rader 

1883 - 1885 P.J. Ruane 1970 - 1974 David H. Davis 

1885 - 1887 P.J. Ruane 1974 - 1976 John J. Szymanski 

1887 - 1889 Alexander Simpson 1976 - 1978 William P. Feldcamp 

1889 - 1890 John Gibbons 1978 - 1981 Eugene F. Cosgrove, Jr. 

1890 - 1893 Reese G. Brooks 1981 - 1982 John J. Moran 

1893 - 1896 Reese G. Brooks 1982 - 1986 Henry A. McNulty 

1896 - 1899 C.G. Boland 1986 - 1988 William Cusick 

1899 - 1902 Edward J. Robinson 1988 - 1989 William J, Baker 

1902 - 1904 F.S. Barker 1990 - 1994 Thomas J. Galella 

1904 - 1906 W.C. Williams 1994 - 1998 Thomas J. Galella 

1906 - 1909 F.L. Hitchcock 1998 - 2002 Thomas J. Galella 

1909 - 1914 Thomas R. Brooks 2002 - 2006 Kathleen A. Ruane 

1914 1917 P.F. Lynott 2006 - 2007 Kathleen A. Ruane 

1918 - 1922 Mark K. Edgar 2007 - 2008 Douglas Hein 

1922 - 1926 Eugene A. Cusick 2008 - 2010 Ryan McGowan 

1926 - 1930 Robert P. Silverstein 2010 - 2014 Christopher T. Boland 

1930 - 1934 George Deckelnick 2014 - 2018 Wayne G. Beck 

1934 - 1938 Fred A. Westpfhal 
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CITY OF SCRANTON 
CITY CONTROLLERS 

Iv 

1877 - 1879 Charles Dupont Breck 1940 - 1944 Foster W, Nauman 

1879 - 1881 E.P. Kingsbury 1944 - 1948 Foster W. Nauman 

1881 - 1883 E.P. Kingsbury 1948 -1952 George Beck 

1883 - 1885 Edward C. Dimmick 1952 - 1956 George Beck 

1885 - 1887 Edward C. Dimmick 1956 - 1960 George Beck 

1887 - 1889 Lemuel Amerman 1960 - 1964 Edward Popil 

1889 - 1890 J. George Eisele 1964 - 1968 William P. Feldcamp 

1890 -1893 J. George Eisele 1968 - 1972 William P. Feldcamp 

1893 - 1896 Fred J. Widmayer 1972 - 1976 William P. Feldcamp 

1896 - 1899 Edmund J. Robinson 1976 - 1980 Joseph J. Corcoran 

1899 - 1902 Esdras Howell 1980 - 1984 Joseph J. Corcoran 

1902 - 1905 P.W. Costello 1984 - 1985 Richard A. Novembrino 

1905 - 1908 Edward Eisele 1985 - 1987 Joseph A. Refice 

1908 - 1912 Edward Eisele 1987 - 1992 Roseann Novembrino 

1912 - 1916 Edward Eisele 1992 - 1996 Roseann Novembrino 

1916 - 1920 Edward Eisele 1996 - 2000 Roseann Novembrino 

1920 - 1924 Edward Eisele 2000 - 2004 Roseann Novembrino 

1924 - 1928 Edward Eisele 2004 - 2008 Roseann Novembrino 

1928 - 1932 Edward Eisele 2008 - 2012 Roseann Novembrino 

1932 -1936 Edward Eisele 2012 - 2016 Roseann Novembrino 

1936 - 1937 Edward Eisele 2016- Roseann Novembrino 

1937 - 1940 Rose Eisele 
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SCRANTON, PEIAL/sk  
-X4  

VT 
 NZxt(1/  

ORATE!) APRIL 12' 

Lori Reed 
City Clerk 

Kevin C. Hayes, Esq. 
Counsel 

William Gaughan, President 
Kyle Donahue, Vice President 

Pat Rogan 
Jessica Rothchild, PT, DPT 

Mark McAndrew 

Council of the City of Scranton 
340 No. Washington Avenue • Scranton, Pennsylvania 18503 • Telephone 570-348-4113 • Fax 570-348-4207 

January 21, 2020 

Via First Class & Electronic Mail 

The Honorable Eugene DePasquale 

Auditor General of Pennsylvania 

Department of Auditor General 

Finance Building, Room 229 

613 North Street 

Harrisburg, PA 17120-0018 

Re: Sale of Scranton Sewer Authority's Assets to Pennsylvania American Water 

Dear Auditor General DePasquale: 

I write to you on behalf of the City Council of Scranton. At its January 14, 2020 public meeting, 

our Council approved a motion (by a vote of 5-0) requesting that the Department of Auditor General 

("DAG") audit the 2016 sale of the Scranton Sewer Authority's ("SSA") assets to Pennsylvania American 

Water Company (the "Transaction"). As you may recall, our Council had previously approved a motion 

(by a vote of 5-0) on May 4, 2017 to invite DAG to conduct an independent audit of the Transaction. 

After our Council had approved the motion on May 4, 2017, you issued a statement which 

provided the following: 

"I understand the Scranton City Council voted last night to ask my department for a review of the 

sale of the Scranton Sewer Authority to Pennsylvania American Water Co. Under state law, the 

Department of the Auditor General is prohibited from auditing or reviewing municipal authorities 

unless invited to do so by an authority. That said, if Scranton Sewer Authority officials submit a 

request to me, I am prepared to review the sale. While the Scranton sewer sale deal is done, it 

is possible the results of our review could serve as an example for other Pennsylvania 

municipalities should they decide to privatize their utilities." 

(See https://www.paauditor.govipress-releases/auditor-general-depasquale-issues-statement-on-

reouest-from-scranton-city-council-for-review-of-sewer-authority-sale  (Emphasis added)). 
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Page 2 of 2 
The Honorable Eugene DePasquale 
January 21, 2020 

As you know, on November 21, 2019, the SSA's Board of Directors unanimously approved a 

motion requesting DAG review the Transaction. This vote by the SSA was significant in that two (2) 

members of the SSA's Board of Directors — Michael Parker and Kevin Whelan — had effectively reversed 

their previous position where they voted against a motion to invite DAG's review of the Transaction at 

the May 2017 SSA public meeting. Messrs. Parker and Whelan were both appointed to the SSA's Board 

of Directors by former Scranton Mayor Bill Courtright who pled guilty to three (3) felony counts of 

criminal conspiracy; attempt to commit extortion and bribery on or about July 2, 2019. 

With the SSA's November 21, 2019 invitation, this matter is now positioned for DAG's review. 

You had previously indicated a review of the SSA would be "first on [your] list" of priorities for 2018 in 

light of the fact that your department's audit of the Philadelphia Parking Authority and the Pittsburgh 

Water and Sewer Authority had resulted in the uncovering of "wide-ranging problems that led to 

dramatic reforms at both entities." (See https://whyy.org/articles/pa-auditor-general-renews-calls-

expanded-authority/  ). 

Our council respectfully requests that you continue to make an investigation of the SSA a 

priority of DAG and formally requests that DAG audit the Transaction. Several years have elapsed 

since the time of the Transaction's closing and our Council and Scranton's residents continue to have 

serious concerns with regard to the Transaction and its long-term impact. Our Council believes that the 

public's trust in Scranton's City government has been severely undermined by former Mayor Courtright 

pleading guilty to federal criminal charges. In order to fully restore the public's trust in municipal 

government, our Council believes that it is imperative that an independent and comprehensive review 

of the Transaction be conducted by DAG as soon as possible. 

Our Council appreciates your attention to this matter. 

Mrs. Lori Reed 

City Clerk 

CC: Hon. William Gaughan, Council President (Via Email Only) 

Hon. Kyle Donahue, Council Member (Via Email Only) 

Hon. Mark McAndrew, Council Member (Via Email Only) 

Hon. Patrick Rogan, Council Member (Via Email Only) 

Hon. Jessica Rothchild, Council Member (Via Email Only) 

65



 

EpEwEr, 
JAN 2 3 2020 

OFFICE OF CITY 
COUNCILICITY CLERK 

The Sewer Authority of the City of Scranton, Penns 

Board of Directors Meeting 

November 21, 2019 Meeting Minutes 

Mr. Michael Parker, Chairman, called the November 21, 2019 monthly 

Meeting of the Board of Directors of The Sewer Authority of the City of Scranton, 

Pennsylvania to order at approximately 5:40 P.M. The meeting was held in the 

Governor's Room of the Municipal Building of the City of Scranton. 

Pledge of Allegiance 

Roll Call: 
Roll Call was taken; Mr. Michael Parker, Mr. Michael Dempsey, Mr. Kevin Whelan 

were present. Ms. Keleena McNichols was absent. 

Atty. Shrive declared a quorum present. 

Acceptance of Previous Minutes:  
The Minutes of the SSA Board Meeting of October 17, 2019 were presented and 

approved; Approved 3-0 

Report of the SSA Solicitor: 

Atty. Jason Shrive gave the Solicitor's Report: 

• The SSA is working on the wind down/transition, parameters of 

Purchase Agreement, rate payer & customer concerns, transition 

between Pennsylvania American Water & Scranton Sewer Authority, 

paying outstanding expenses, easement resolutions and dealing with 

litigation and day to day matters. 

• Announced that Executive Session was held on 11/21/19, previous to 

public meeting where Litigation & Personnel issues were discussed. 

• Announced that ongoing negotiations continue with opposing attorneys 

in conjunction with the Hadley, et.al. Class Action matter. 
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o Announced agreement with PAWC regarding the Easement Extension 

Date. Advised agreement consists of a substantial extension of time to 

allow negotiation with plaintiff's counsel and that said extension will be 

executed on or about November 22, 2019. 

e Acknowledge receipt of City of Scranton Ethics Board correspondence 

and advised SSA Office Administrator and Solicitor with participate and 

individual Board members will participate as availability allows. 

o Announced Executive Session held with Scranton City Council and 

updated council regarding the ongoing Class Action litigation. 

o Announced an Executive Session with Dunmore Borough Council 

regarding ongoing Class Action litigation is scheduled for Monday, 

November 28, 2019. 

Public Comment: 

Public Comment was conducted and the following people addressed the Board: 

Gary Duncan 
Beth Zangardi 
Francis Kranick 
Bill Gaughan 
Tim Burke 
Joan Hodowanitz 

Board Action on Resolutions & Motions: 

a. Resolution to Approve Payment of Operating Expenses; Approved 3-0 

b. Resolution to Approve and Ratify Actions of the Office Administrator and 

Solicitor; Approved 3-0 

c. Resolution to Approve Transfer of Twenty-Five Thousand ($25,000.00) Dollars 

from the Operating Account to the Payroll Account; Approved 3-0 

d. Motion Regarding Auditor General Review of the Sewer Sale Transaction and 

Escrow Accounts from Closing Date to Present. 

Motion was made by Mr. Dempsey and Seconded by Mr. Whelan. 
Approved 3-0 
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e. Motion for SSA Chairman to enter into an executive agreement with 
Pennsylvania-American Water Co. for an easement extension date. 

Motion was made by Mr. Dempsey and Seconded by Mr. Whelan. 
Approved 3-0 

Other Business: 

No new business was addressed. 

Adjournment: Meeting was adjourned at approximately 6:20 P.M. 
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RECEIVED 

JAN 2 3 2020 
The Sewer Authority of the City of Scranton, Pennsylvania 

OFFICE OF CITY 
COUNCIL/CITY CLERK 

December 19, 2019 Meeting Minutes 

Mr. Michael Parker, Chairman, called the December 19, 2019 monthly 
Meeting of the Board of Directors of The Sewer Authority of the City of Scranton, 
Pennsylvania to order at approximately 5:30 P.M. The meeting was held in the 
Governor's Room of the Municipal Building of the City of Scranton. 

Pledge of Allegiance 

Roll Call:  
Roll Call was taken; Mr. Michael Parker, Mr. Michael Dempsey, Mr. Kevin Whelan 
and Ms. Keleena McNichols were present. 

Atty. Shrive declared a quorum present. 

Acceptance of Previous Minutes: 
The Minutes of the SSA Board Meeting of November 21, 2019 were presented and 
approved; Approved 3-0-1 

Abstention-Ms. McNichols 

Report of the SSA Solicitor: 

Atty. Jason Shrive gave the Solicitor's Report: 
e The SSA is working on the wind down/transition, parameters of 

Purchase Agreement, rate payer & customer concerns, transition 
between Pennsylvania American Water & Scranton Sewer Authority, 
paying outstanding expenses, easement resolutions and dealing with 
litigation and day to day matters. 

® Announced that Executive Session was held on 12/19/19, previous to 
public meeting where Litigation & Personnel issues were discussed. 

o Announced his attendance at the weekly meeting of Dunmore Borough 
Council on November 25, 2019 where the borough council was advised 
an update regarding SSA litigation and easement matters. 

Board of Directors Meeting 
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e Announced that settlement resolution regarding Hadley, et.al. Class 
Action vs. SSA, Case 2016 CV 06261, was removed from the agenda as 
Board members requested additional time to review and discuss the 
ongoing negotiations which continue with opposing attorneys in 
conjunction with the Class Action matter. 

Public Comment• 

Public Comment was conducted and the following people addressed the Board: 

Gary Duncan 
Beth Zangardi 
Tim Burke 
Jim Lockwood 
Marie Schumacher 

Board Action on Resolutions & Motions: 

a. Resolution to Approve Payment of Operating Expenses; Approved 4-0 
b. Resolution to Approve Payment of Class Action/Easement Bills from 

The Class Action/Easement Escrow; Approved 4-0 
c. Resolution to Ratify & Approve Actions of the Office Administrator and 

Solicitor; Approved 4-0 
d. Resolution to Approve Reimbursement to PAWC for legal fees and costs 

incurred relative to the Keystone Concrete Block & Supply Co., Inc. and 
Stone Facility Limited Partnership condemnation cases, from the Class 
Action/Easement Escrow Account; Approved 4-0 

e. Resolution to Approve Reimbursement/Payment to PAWC for legal fees 
and costs incurred relative to the defense of Reilly vs. SSA and PAWC, 
2018 CV 1902, CSO-65 Drinker Street and Closing Cash Reconciliation 
Indemnity Claims, from the Indemnity Escrow Account; Approved 4-0 

f, Resolution to Approve Payment to Delaware Trust Company for Annual 
Administration Fee of The Indemnity Escrow Account, from the 
Indemnity Escrow Account; Approved 4-0 
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g. Resolution to Approve Renewal of the Workers Compensation and 
Employers Liability Insurance Plan, for the Policy Period of January 1, 
2020 to December 31, 2020; Approved 4-0 

h. Resolution to Approve Settlement of Thomas Controls, Inc. vs. SSA, 
2019 CV 1007. Approved 4-0 

Other Business:  

No new business was addressed. 

Adjourmnent: Meeting was adjourned at approximately 6:15 P.M. 
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Office of the City Controller 

Fuel Card Analysis 

Summary By Department 

2019 

Department Apr-May May-Jun Jun-Jul Jul-Aug Aug-Sep Sep-Oct Oct-Nov Nov-Dec Total 

DPW 2,253.78 1,520.32 2,340.83 2,009.52 1,775.09 1512.52 1,498.73 970.80 13,881.59 

Fire 714.07 698.33 785.08 549:00 575.14 640.72 605.21 391.83 4,959,38 

IT 120.17 98.82 183.84 102.00 95.65 118.66 87.44 0.00 806.58 

Mayor 105.61 95.61 29.98 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 231.20 

Parks 446.11 433.13 399.57 399.39 348.45 134.71 113 93 113.67 2,388.96 

Permits 72.81 94.76 55.04 57.41 50.78 64.19 48.31 52.41 495.71 

Police 4,384.57 3,938.21 3,229.05 3,288.54 2,873.33 2,624.50 2,594.70 2,107.04 25,039.94 

Patrol 12,312.71 10,777.22 11,554.34 11,142.01 9,489.10 0.00 0.00 0.00 55,275.38 

,Unasigned 0.00 0.00 0.00 14.67 178.21 10,971.17 11,459.85 10,740.53 33,364.43 

20,409.83 17,656.40 18,577.73 17,562.54 15,385.75 16,066.47 16,408.17 14,376.28 105,658.72 

RECEWED 
JAN 2 3 2020 

OFFICE OF arc 
COUNCIUCITY CLERIC 

7_4 
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Office of the City Controller 

Fuel Card Analysis 

2019 

DPW 

11/12 

Card tf NAME/JOB TITLE Dates Units Amount 

1 Anzulewicz-Parts MGR. 31.212 61.31 

2 Coggins-Tire Repair 19.466 37.77 

5 Murphy-Mechanic 0 0 

7 Boyd-Mechanic 0 0 

8 M. Lynady-Mechanic 0 0 

9 Gallagher-Director 26.08 53.21 

10 McMullen-Foreman 0 0 

11 Lynch-Recycling 0 0 

26 Santoli-Tree Maint. 0 0 

81 Flood Control 104.164 203.33 

91 Jenkins-Foreman 219.717 433.48 

93 Wynne-Parks 91.307 181.7 

94 Hillcoat-Parks Foreman 0 0 

491.946 970.8 
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Controllers Office 

Fuel Card Analysis 

2019 

ARE 

11/12 

Card if Issued Dates Units Amount 

18 Desarno-Chief 27.737 54.08 

19 Lucas-Dept. Chief 12.306 25.1 

20 Costa-Mechanic 0 0 

21 Flynn-Fire Perven 18.274 35.82 

22 Joyce-Inspector 28.602 58.36 

23 Lunney-Inspector 19.56 39.9 

25 Car 22 0 0 

90 Car 21 83.414 178.57 

189.893 391.83 
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Office of the City Controller 

Fuel Card Analysis 

2019 

IT 

11/12 

Card # Issued Dates Units Amount 

14 Swietnicki-Director 0 0 
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Office of the City Controller 

Fuel Card Analysis 

2019 

MAYOR 

11/12 

Card ft Issued Dates Units Amount 

13 Evans 0 0 

0 0 

0 0 
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Office of the City Controller 

Fuel Card Analysis 

2019 

PARKS 

11/12 

Card ft Issued Dates Units Amount 

12 Fallon-Director 56.421 113.67 

69 Ritter- Parks 0 0 

56.421 113.67 
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Office of the City Controller 

Fuel Card Analysis 

2019 

PERMITS 

11/12 

Card ft Issued Dates Units Amount 

15 O'Hora-Bldg Maint 0 0 

16 Hinton-Director 0 0 

17 Oleski-Act Director 25.563 52.41 

25.563 52.41 
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Office of the City Controller 

Fuel Card Analysis 

2019 

POLICE 

11/12 

Card # Issued Dates Units Amount 

71 Dombrowski 72.949 158.93 

72 DET - Beahan 35.36 74.63 

27 Graziano-Chief 16.011 31.86 

28 Martin-Lieut 28.555 57.66 

29 Brenzel-Lieut 22.094 43.37 

30 Moran - SGT 84.433 168.16 

31 Namiotka-Lieut 30.513 59.33 

32 Parking 1 36.431 74.5 

33 Parking 2 41.526 82.5 

35 SID-Mayer 0 0 

36 SID - McDonald 0 0 

37 SID - Spathelf 53.645 105.24 

39 SID- McIntyre 0 0 

40 SID - P.Gerrity 15.167 30.93 

41 SID - Hegedus 50.806 102.61 

42 SID - Guila 32.828 67.7 

43 DET - Spinosi 0 0 

44 DET - McLane 37.156 75.8 

45 DET - Castellano 66.35 134.62 

46 DET -Jones 25.725 52.48 

47 DET- Albanesi 0 0 

48 DET - Forsette 0 0 

49 DET-Pappas 15.992 30.86 

50 DET - Mayo 12.137 23.55 

51 DET - V. Uher 51.099 102.96 

52 DET- J. Gerrity 22.056 45 

53 DET - Gilroy 57.162 116.62 

54 DET - Barrett 10.229 21.08 

55 DET-Lafferty 31.711 63.02 

56 DET - Fueshko 16.023 31.89 

57 DET - Lukasewicz 0 0 

58 DET- Gowarty 15.926 33.45 

60 DET - Passmore 49.944 100.81 

61 DET - K. Uher 12.69 25.25 

62 DET - Denaples 28.317 57.76 

70 T. Garvey 0 0 

75 Turner 0 0 

83 Celuck-Training 0 0 

85 DET - Schultz 13.244 27.02 

86 M. Phillips 0 0 

88 B. Lynady 0 0 

92 Monahan-Inspec 54.813 107.45 

1040.892 2107.04 
82



Office of the City Controller 

Fuel Card Analysis 

2019 

Card # 

PATROL 

11/12 

Issued Dates Units Amount 

76 Lynady 0.00 0.00 

77 M. Lynady-DPW 0 0 

82 Neary-Animal Ctrl 68.30 135.00 

89 K. Eiden- DPW 0.00 0.00 

64 551 Moosic 2,477.45 5,037.89 

65 220 S 7th 1,608.01 3,170.47 

67 1227 S Main 984.33 2,024.79 

95 Ford Van FD 0.00 0.00 

96 C. Hallock-Police 0.00 0.00 

97 B. Ritter-Parks 73.354 150.82 

98 McMullen-DPW 53.651 106.66 

99 Master Mechanic 44.474 88.24 

100 D. Mitchell-Police 13.07 26.66 

5,322.64 10,740.53 
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SIZAWCA71-L SUNTIFIAK ® Invoice Statement 

:6PCQWTAPYPW 

AiOfifW6 

CREDIT LIMIT,. 

INVOICE NUMBER: 

ACCOUNT NAME: 

Jcckpm;DOg. 

EC 23 

62980187 

City of Scranton 

g&MOTW94afj 
PAGE 1 

. arJr - 3 IA,GTIVITYDESGRIPTIO i  IsJCHARGES1DEBITSIG-PAYMENTallICREDINla 

NOV-27-2019 
DEC-16-2019 
DEC-23-2019 
DEC-23-2019 
DEC-23-2019 

Payment - Thank You 
Payment-Thank You 
Fuel Purchases 
Other Adjustments this Period 
Rebates and Rebate Reversals 

15,710.94 

4 376.282 
18,242.06 

2,218.26 
356.42 

2766 

PURCHASES, RETURNS AND PAYMENTS MADE JUST PRIOR TO BILLING DATE MAY NOT APPEAR UNTIL THE NEXT INVOICE/STATEMENT. 

iMOTREVidCfsliROMS TOMMaNtg.: ;;:Mt-FIAOTWIntil5ialRg0;:!;.:M:491N401111$1WgiODAMWSREW8AfiANUL 8  

33,953.02 33,953.02 14,397.78 2,574,68 11,823.10 

CALL CUSTOMER SERVICE TO PAY BY PHONE 

FEDERAL TAX ID: 841425616 

SEE REVERSE' IMPORTANT INFORMATION AND TERMS. 

lr'mN ANH IN-I I Inc  Grjr0TOM PORTION WTH YOUR PAYMENT 
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• PAY THE SUM OF *****11823* DOLLARS AND *10* CENTS 

WEX BANK 
PO BOX 4337 
CAROL STREAM IL 60197-4337 

PAY TO 
THE 

ORDER 
OF 

AMOUNT $****11,823.10* 

• 

MAYO C S ANTOI 

CLL J  of c.artaizion 

340 N. WASHINGTON AVE. 
SCRANTON, PA 18503 

DATE
01/10/20 

 

 

Na 089494 
PNC BANK NATIONAL ASSOCIATION 

NORTHEAST, PA 
89494  

CHECK NO. AMOUNT 

313 

EASURER, CITY OF SCRANTOI 

v08949410 1:0113000124 900969745811' 

VENDOR NO, 102561 CHECK NO. 89494 

ACCOUNT PURCH , ORDER INVOICE NUMBER AMOUNT DESCRIPTION 

0108000085 4301 VPW294-1 11,823.10 GAS 

102561 WEX BANK 
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'a ATE CITY OF SCRANTON 294 Dec. 24, 2019 
VOUCHER NUMBER 

PURCHASE ORDER NO. 

PAY TO 
Wex Bank 

FOR: Gas for period of Nov. 24 to Dec. 23, 2019 
FintiENT 

APPROVUO nog 

.Ii I DQ-2d 

CICNTArp I FR 
ClayF GORANTOM 

TREASURER'S COPY 

 

Public Works Garages 

TO! DEPT. OF ADMINISTRATION 
DEPARTMENT

BUREAU OF 

01.080.00085.4301 
APPROPRIAllON 
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FILE OF THE COUNCIL NO. 

2020 

AN ORDINANCE 

AMENDING FILE OF THE COUNCIL NO. 2, 1983 AN ORDINANCE, AMENDING 
FILE OF THE COUNCIL NO. 39, 1977, ENTITLED "AN ORDINANCE 
ESTABLISHING RATES OF DISCOUNT AND PENALTIES ON TAXES DUE ON 
REAL ESTATE TO THE CITY OF SCRANTON," BY AMENDING CERTAIN 
PROVISIONS RELATING TO DISCOUNTS, THE DISCOUNT PERIOD, 
INSTALLMENT PAYMENTS AND PENALTIES ON TAXES DUE ON REAL ESTATE 
TO THE CITY OF SCRANTON. 

NOW, THEREFORE, be it ordained by the Council of the City of Scranton that File of 

the Council No. 2, 1983 be amended as follows: 

WHEREAS, in order to achieve uniformity with the Scranton School District and 

Lackawanna County in the discount and penalty periods for the collection of taxes due on real 

estate, the City desires to adopt the same discount and penalty periods for ease of collections and 

to simplify payments for taxpayers. 

SECTION 1.  All taxpayers subject to the payment of taxes assessed on real estate by the 

City of Scranton shall be entitled to a discount of two percentum (2%) if paid on or before March 

15. Discounts shall be allowed only on full payments made during the discount period. 

SECTION 2.  Said taxes shall be paid at face value from March16 to June 30 and, if not 

paid on or before the 30th  day of June, the said taxes shall be deemed delinquent and shall be 

subject to a payment of penalties only on that installment payment that is overdo at a rate of ten 

percentum (10 %) per annum. 

SECTION 3.  This Ordinance shall be retroactive to January 1, 2020. 

SECTION 4.  If any section, clause, provision or portion of this Ordinance shall be held 

invalid or unconstitutional by any Court of competent jurisdiction such decision shall not affect 

any other section, clause, provision or portion of this Ordinance so long as it remains legally 

enforceable minus the invalid portion. The City reserves the right to amend this Ordinance or 

any portion thereof from time to time as it shall deem advisable in the best interest of the 

promotion of the purposes and intent of this Ordinance, and the effective administration thereof. 
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SECTION 5. This Ordinance is enacted by the Council of the City of Scranton under the 

authority of the Act of Legislature, April 13, 1972, Act No. 62, known as the "Home Rule 

Charter and Optional Plans Law" and any other applicable law arising under the laws of the State 

of Pennsylvania. 
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Semfriat  DEPARTMENT OF LAW 

PENNSYLVANIA CITY HALL • 340 NORTH WASHINGTON AVENUE • SCRANTON, PENNSYLVANIA 18503 • PHONE: 570-348-4105 • FAX: 570-348-4263 

 

January 22, 2020 

  

 

EC!. VE 
JAN 2 2 2020 

OFFICE OF CITY 
COUNCILJCITY CLERK 

 

  

   

To the Honorable Council 
Of the City of Scranton 
Municipal Building 
Scranton, PA 18503 

  

Dear Honorable Council Members: 

AlIACHED IS A ORDINANCE AMENDING FILE OF THE COUNCTT NO 
2, 1983 AN ORDINANCE, AMENDING FILE OF THE COUNCIL NO. 39, 1977, 
ENTITLED "AN ORDINANCE ESTABLISHING RATES OF DISCOUNT AND 
PENALTIES ON TAXES DUE ON REAL ESTATE TO THE CITY OF SCRANTON," 
BY AMENDING CERTAIN PROVISIONS RELATING TO DISCOUNTS, THE 
DISCOUNT PERIOD, INSTALLMENT PAYMENTS AND PENALTIES ON TAXES 
DUE ON REAL ESTATE TO THE CITY OF SCRANTON. 

Respectfully, 

Je‘si a L. Eskra, Esquire 
City Solicitor 

JLE/s1 
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FILE OF THE COUNCIL NO. 

2020 

AN ORDINANCE 

CLOSING AND VACATING A PORTION OF BLUCHER AVENUE BETWEEN 
BEECH STREET AND BIRCH STREET. 

WHEREAS, the portion Blucher Avenue shown on Exhibit "A" has never been 

opened, used or dedicated by the City of Scranton; and 

WHEREAS, a request to vacate said roadway has been received; and 

WHEREAS, the City Engineer and City Planner have inspected said right-of-way 

and recommend its vacation; and 

WHEREAS, the Council of the City of Scranton finds that there no longer exists a 

need for a public right of passage in this right-of-way and the public is no longer 

benefitted by such a use. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE 

CITY OF SCRANTON that the portion of Blucher Avenue described below and shown 

on Exhibit "A" is hereby closed and vacated with the exception of any public or private 

utility easements in place: 

Beginning at a point, said point being the intersection of the Southerly Right-Of-
Way line of Birch Street and the Westerly Right-Of-Way line of Blucher Avenue, thence 
southerly along said Right-Of-Way line of Blucher Avenue approximately 344 ft. to a 
point on the Northerly Right-Of-Way line of Beech Street, thence in a easterly direction 
along said Right-Of-Way line of Beech Street approximately 60 ft. to a point, said point 
being the intersection of the Easterly Right-Of-Way line of Blucher Avenue and the 
Northerly Right-Of-Way line of Beech Street thence along the Easterly Right-Of-Way 
line of Blucher Avenue approximately 344 ft. to a point on the Southerly Right-Of-Way 
line of Birch St, thence westerly along said Southerly Right-Of-Way line of Birch St 
approximately 60 ft. to the Place of Beginning, as shown on Exhibit "A". 

SECTION!.  If any section, clause, provision or portion of this Ordinance shall be 

held invalid or unconstitutional by any Court of competent jurisdiction, such decision 

shall not affect any other section, clause, provision or portion of this Ordinance so long as 

it remains legally enforceable minus the invalid portion. The City reserves the right to 

amend this Ordinance or any portion thereof from time to time as it shall deem advisable 

in the best interests of the promotion of the purposes and intent of this Ordinance, and the 

effective administration thereof. 
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SECTION 2.  This ordinance shall take effect immediately upon passage. 

SECTION 3.  This ordinance is enacted by the Council of the City of Scranton, 

under the authority of the act of the Legislature, April 13, 1972, Act No. 62, known as the 

"Home Rule Charter and Optional Plans Law", and any other applicable law arising 

under the laws of the State of Pennsylvania. 
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Donald J. 
City Planner 

Prep 

  

Serakb14. 
PENNSYLVANIA 

 

BUREAU OF CITY PLANNING 

 

CITY HALL :340 NORTH WASHINGTON AVENUE: SCRANTON, PENNSYLVANIA 18503: PHONE 570-348-4280: FAX 570-348-4171 

November 20, 2019 

Jessica L Eskra, Esq. 
City Solicitor 
City Hall 
Scranton, PA 18503 

Re: Request to vacate a portion of Blucher Ave. 

Dear Atty. Eskra: 

The City of Scranton has received a request to vacate the unopened portion of 800 Block of 

Blucher Ave. from the Discovery Multiple Intelligences Preschool located at 1301 Beech St. 

I have inspected this unopened roadway and fmd it has never been opened or used and serves no 

public purpose. I recommend that it be vacated. 

If you have any further questions regarding this matter please call me at 570-348-4280. 

Sincerely, 
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Barrett Law, LLC 
345 Wyoming AVenue • Suite 215 • Scranton, Pennsylvania 18503 

Matthew P. Barrett, Esquire Lori A. Barrett, Esquire 

570-575-7732
570-335-1968 

mbarrett@barrettslaw.com lbarrett@barrettslaw.com  

May 2, 2019 

via email 

Donald King, City Planner 

City of Scranton 

North Washington Avenue 

Scranton, PA 18503 

Dear Mr. King: 

Please be advised that I represent the Discovery Multiple Intelligences Preschool located 

at 1301 Beech Street, Scranton PA 18505. Please accept this letter as a request that the City of 

Scranton abandon or vacate the 800 block Blucher Street between what would be its 

intersections with Beech and Birch Street. Based upon my information, I do not believe the 

street was ever dedicated. 

Thank you for your consideration of this request. Please advise if you require any other 

information from me. 

Sincerely, 

noisteett p. Eames 
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c_Secatthm  DEPARTMENT OF LAW 
PENNSYLVANIA CITY HALL • 340 NORTH WASHINGTON AVENUE • SCRANTON, PENNSYLVANIA 18503 • PHONE: 570-348-4105 • FAX: 570-348-4263 

January 6, 2020 

To the Honorable Council 
Of the City of Scranton 
Municipal Building 
Scranton, PA 18503 

Dear Honorable Council Members: 

Al lACHED IS AN ORDINANCE CLOSING AND VACATING A PORTION OF 
BLUCHER AVENUE BETWEEN BEECH STREET AND BIRCH STREET. 

Respectfully, 

Jessica L. Eskra, Esquire 
City Solicitor 

JLE/sl 

RE CE  

JAN 7 2020 

OFFICE OF CITY 
COUNCIL/CITY CLERK 
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FILE OF THE COUNCIL NO. 

2020 

AN ORDINANCE 

AMENDING FILE OF THE COUNCIL NO. 43, 2018, AN ORDINANCE AMENDING 
FILE OF THE COUNCIL NO. 100, 1976, ENTITLED "AN ORDINANCE (AS 
AMENDED) LEVYING GENERAL AND SPECIAL TAXES FOR THE FISCAL YEAR 
1977", BY SETTING THE MILLAGE FOR THE YEAR 2020 AND THE SAME SHALL 
REMAIN IN FULL FORCE AND EFFECT ANNUALLY THEREAFTER" BY 
AMENDING SECTION 1 REVERTING BACK TO THE MILLAGE RATES FROM 2016 
WHICH ARE .232521 MILLS LEVY ON LAND AND .050564 MILLS LEVY ON ALL 
BUILDINGS AND BY ELIMINATING THE DEDICATED MILLAGE FOR DEBT 
SERVICE CONTAINED IN SECTION 2 AND REPLACING THE DEDICATED 
MILLAGE FOR DEBT SERVICE WITH A DEDICATED DEBT PERCENTAGE OF 
33% OF REAL ESTATE TAX REVENUES COLLECTED ON A CURRENT YEAR 
BASIS. 

WHEREAS, City Council amended the City's 2020 budget to increase the current Real 

Estate Tax, Land millage Rate from 232.521 mills to 239.521 mills. 

NOW, THEREFORE, SECTION 1 OF FILE OF THE COUNCIL NO. 43, 2018 

SHALL BE AMENDED TO READ AS FOLLOWS: 

SECTION 1.  Be it ordained by the Council of the City of Scranton, that Section 1 of 

File of the Council No. 100, 1976 shall be amended to read as follows: 

"The Council of the City of Scranton ordains that for the purpose of defraying the 
expense of the City of Scranton for the fiscal year commencing on the first day of 
January, 2020 and certain other deficiencies prior thereto, a tax is hereby levied 
on all real, personal and mixed property within the limits of the City of Scranton, 
Pennsylvania taxable according to the laws of the Commonwealth of 
Pennsylvania as follows: 

To provide for the payment of general expenses and to provide for the various 
interest and sinking funds as required by law, there is hereby levied on each 
thousand dollar of valuation in the Scranton Twenty-Four Ward area: 

For General Expense and Sinking Fund purposes: 

Levy on all Land .239521 millage rate 
Levy on all buildings .050564 millage rate 

The total levy for general and special purpose is two hundred thirty nine dollars 
and .521 cents ($239.521) on each one thousand dollars of said valuation of land, 
and fifty dollars and .564 cents ($50.564) on each one thousand dollars of said 
valuation on all buildings." 

The total levy for year 2020 will be 290.085 mills. 

SECTION 2.  Eliminating the dedicated millage for debt service and imbedding a 

dedicated percentage of revenues thereby meeting the intent of a segregated stream of revenues 

assigned to debt service. To address the continued dedication of real estate tax revenue, the 97



Single Tax Office will be notified, and the amended legislation will certify, that 33% of real 

estate tax revenue on a current year basis will be remitted to the City's Single Point Paying 

Agent to meet the budgeted debt service requirement for the fiscal year. 

SECTION 3.  This Ordinance shall be retroactive to January 1, 2020. 

SECTION 4.  In all other respects, File of the Council No. 43, 2018 and File of the 

Council No. 100, 1976 shall remain in full force and effect. 

SECTION 5.  If any section, clause, provision or portion of this Ordinance shall be held 

invalid or unconstitutional by any Court of competent jurisdiction, such decision shall not affect 

any other section, clause, provision or portion of this ordinance so long as it remains legally 

enforceable minus the invalid portion. The City reserves the right to amend this ordinance or 

any portion thereof from time to time as it shall deem advisable in the best interests of the 

promotion of the purposes and intent of this Ordinance and the effective administration thereof. 

SECTION 6.  The tax imposed herein is effective for calendar year 2020 and shall 

remain in full force and effect annually thereafter, without annual reenactment unless and until 

there is a change in the rate of taxation pursuant to Act of the Legislature, April 13, 1972, Act 

No. 62. 

SECTION 7.  This Ordinance is enacted by the Council of the City of Scranton under the 

authority of the Act of the Legislature, April 13, 1972, Act No. 62, known as the "Home Rule 

Charter and Optional Plans Law", and any other applicable law arising under the laws of the 

State of Pennsylvania. 
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SerahiPP1 DEPARTMENT OF LAW 
PENNSYLVANIA CITY HALL • 340 NORTH WASHINGTON AVENUE • SCRANTON, PENNSYLVANIA 18503 • PHONE: 570-348-4105 • FAX: 570-348-4263 

 

January 10, 2020 

 

 

ECEIIVED 
JAN 1 0 2020 

OFFICE OF CITY 
COUNCIL/CITY CLERK 

To the Honorable Council 
Of the City of Scranton 
Municipal Building 
Scranton, PA 18503 

 

Dear Honorable Council Members. 

AlACHED IS AN ORDINANCE AMENDING FIT  E OF THE COUNCIL 
NO. 43, 2018, AN ORDINANCE AMENDING FIT  E OF THE COUNCIL NO. 100, 
1976, ENTITLED "AN ORDINANCE (AS AMENDED) LEVYING GENERAL AND 
SPECIAL TAXES FOR THE FISCAL YEAR 1977", BY SEI LING THE MILLAGE 
FOR THE YEAR 2020 AND THE SAME SHALL REMAIN IN FUT  I  FORCE AND 
EFFECT ANNUALLY THEREAP1 ER" BY AMENDING SECTION 1 REVERTING 
BACK TO THE MILLAGE RATES FROM 2016 WHICH ARE .232521 MILLS LEVY 
ON LAND AND .050564 MILT  S LEVY ON ALL BUILDINGS AND BY 
ELIMINATING THE DEDICATED MIT  LAGE FOR DEBT SERVICE CONTAINED 
IN SECTION 2 AND REPLACING THE DEDICATED MILLAGE FOR DEBT 
SERVICE WITH A DEDICATED DEBT PERCENTAGE OF 33% OF REAL ESTATE 
TAX REVENUES COLT  ECTED ON A CURRENT YEAR 
BASIS. 

Respectfully, 

Jessica L. Eskra, Esquire 
City Solicitor 

JLE/sl 
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RESOLUTION NO. 

2020 

RATIFYING AND APPROVING THE FEE AGREEMENT FOR LEGAL SERVICES 
FROM THE LAW FIRM STEVENS & LEE ON BEHALF OF THE CITY OF 
SCRANTON IN THE MATTER OF ST. FLEUR, ET AL. V. CITY OF SCRANTON, ET 
AL. (LACKAWANNA COUNTY COURT OF COMMON PLEAS DOCKET NO. 2017-
CV-1403). 

WHEREAS, the City is seeking legal representation in an appeal to the Pennsylvania 

Commonwealth Court from the December 16, 2019 ruling made by the Court of Common of 

Lackawanna County ("Action") the matter of St. Fleur, et al. v. City of Scranton, et al. 

Lackawanna County Court of Common Pleas Docket No. 2017-CV-1403.; and 

WHEREAS, the Court's ruling in this matter would significantly adversely impact the 

financial stability of the City if no appeal is pursued; and 

WHEREAS, the City of Scranton and Stevens & Lee wish to enter into the Fee 

Agreement and attached General Provisions setting forth additional terms and conditions of the 

Agreement attached hereto as Exhibit "A" and incorporated herein as if set forth in length. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 

SCRANTON that the Fee Agreement and attached General Provisions for legal services from 

Stevens & Lee on behalf of the City of Scranton in this appeal are hereby ratified and approved. 

SECTION 1.  If any section, clause, provision or portion of this Resolution shall be held 

invalid or unconstitutional by any Court of competent jurisdiction, such decision shall not affect 

any other section, clause, provision or portion of this Resolution so long as it remains legally 

enforceable minus the invalid portion. The City reserves the right to amend this Resolution or 

any portion thereof from time to time as it shall deem advisable in the best interests of the 

promotion of the purposes and intend of this Resolution and the effective administration thereof. 

SECTION 2.  This Resolution shall become effective immediately upon approval. 

SECTION 3.  This Resolution is enacted by the Council of the City of Scranton under 

the authority of the Act of Legislature, April 13, 1972, Act No. 62, known as the "Home Rule 

Charter and Optional Plans Law", and any other applicable law arising under the laws of the 

State of Pennsylvania. 
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STEVENS & LEE 
LAWYERS (St CONSULTANTS 

425 Spruce Street 
Suite 300 

Scranton, PA 18503 
(570) 3434827 Fax (570) 343-1892 

www.stevenslee,com 

DIRECT DIAL; (570) 969-5362 
mjg@stevenslee,com 

Direct Fax (610) 988-0866 

January 13, 2020 

ATT; Jessica Eslcra, Esq,, Solicitor 

City of Scranton 
340 North Washington Avenue 
Scranton, PA 18503 

Re: City of Scranton Tax Action 

Dear Jessica: 

Introduction 

This letter sets forth the terms and conditions upon which Stevens & Lee will perform 
legal services for the City of Scranton ("Scranton") in connection with the matter discussed 
below. The Rules of Professional Conduct for our attorneys require that we enter into a written 
agreement describing the basis upon which Scranton will be charged for professional services 
performed by our firm. 

Thank you for engaging Stevens & Lee to represent Scranton, and we look forward to 
working with you, 

Scope of Engagement  

Our understanding is that you wish to engage us to represent Scranton in connection with 
an appeal to the Pennsylvania Commonwealth Court from a December 16, 2019 ruling made by 
the Court of Common Pleas of Lackawanna County ("Action") and any resulting litigation. We 
will provide such other related appellate services as are reasonably related to the above at your 
direction. 

You acknowledge that we are not Scranton's solicitor and that our acceptance of this 
engagement does not involve an undertaking to represent Scranton or its interests in any matter 
other than as described above, Furthermore, you acknowledge that our representation does not 

Allentown • Bala Cynwyd • Charleston • Cleveland -• Port Lauderdale • Harrisburg • Lancaster • New York 
Philadelphia • Princeton • Reading • Rochester • Scranton • Valley Forge • Wilkes-Barre • Wilmington 

A PROFESSIONAL CORPORATION 
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STEVENS & LEE 
LAWYERS & CONSULTANTS 

Jessica Eskra, Esq., Solicitor 
January 13, 2020 
Page 2 

entail a continuing obligation to advise Scranton concerning subsequent legal developments that 

might have a bearing on its affairs generally or, after the completion of the matter as to which we 

are representing it, subsequent legal developments related to, or that might have a bearing on, 

that matter, 

Fees, Disbursements and Other Expenses - Staffing 

Legal work varies greatly. Although we are often engaged by our clients to perform 

specific and limited tasks, our primary role as legal advisors is to offer our knowledge, 

experience and independent judgment. Recognizing this, our focus in charging for services is to 

arrive at a fee that is fair and appropriate considering all of the circumstances, 

Among the factors that we consider in establishing a fee are the following: the time 

(measured in tenths of an hour) devoted to a particular matter and the lawyers and paralegals 

who worked on that matter; the nature and complexity of the work performed; the expertise 

required to perform that work; the novelty and difficulty of the issues presented; the extent to 

which the urgency of the matter preempted other work; the extent to which the matter required 

special allocation of firm resources and staff overtime; the result obtained; and the amount 

typically charged by comparable firms for the same or similar work, 

We have discussed with you our firm's standard rates for various types of work and 

advised that these rates are reviewed and adjusted periodically to reflect increased experience 

and special expertise of the professionals and the inflationary cost increases affecting our 

profession, For this matter, Stevens & Lee will consult with you about assignment of this matter 

to professionals with the subject matter expertise necessary to properly represent Scranton in the 

Action, We have agreed to discount our standard hourly rates substantially, with shareholders 

and senior professionals billed at an hourly rate of $390 and associates and junior professionals 

billed at an hourly rate of $250, Paralegal time will be billed at a rate of $150 per hour. I will 

serve as the relationship partner for this assignment and consult with you about the mix of 

professionals who will be assigned to work on Scranton's behalf, They will include one or more 

attorneys from each of the following practice groups; litigation, appellate, state and local tax and 

municipal, Our rates will not increase for the duration of this appeal. 

You should understand that Stevens & Lee operates as a firm -- a client who retains a 

particular lawyer in fact retains the entire firm and has at its disposal all of the expertise and 

resources that the firm can bring to bear upon its legal problem, Therefore, the lawyer who 

serves as your principal contact at the firm may seek assistance from or assign primary 

responsibility for a project to another lawyer who has experience in the particular area involved 

and who is for that reason in a position to do the work as efficiently as possible. In assigning 

SLI 1623213v1 000000,00000 
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STEVENS & LEE 
LAWYERS & CONSULTANTS 

Jessica Eskra, Esq., Solicitor 
January 13, 2020 
Page 3 

work within the firm, we strive to achieve the most efficient mix of seniority and expertise, with 
the goal of providing effective representation to our clients on an economical and cost efficient 
basis, Given the nature of work to be performed, you understand and agree that there will be 
occasions when our attorneys engage in inter-office consultations for the benefit of Scranton. It 
is our experience that this practice facilitates communication, improves the quality of the work, 
and ultimately is more efficient and economical. 

If you have any questions or comments about our services, staffing, billing, or any other 
aspect of our representation, please contact me at my direct telephone number, which is (570) 
969-5362, My direct fax number is (610) 988-0866, I have shared with you my cell phone 
number. My e-mail address is mjg@stevenslee.com, My assistant's name is Sally Billings and 
she can be reached at her direct dial number which is (570) 969-5361, Sally's email address is 
sab@stevenslee,com, She will be glad to help you in my absence, 

It is our practice to forward periodic statements on a monthly basis• We expect our 
statements to be paid in full within 30 days, unless another arrangement has been discussed and 
agreed to in advance, •If at any time our fees are not paid when due, we will have the right to 
move for permission to cease performing further work and to withdraw from the representation, 

Duties and Responsibilities 

We will provide legal services to Scranton in connection with this engagement, Scranton 
is not relying on us for•, and we are not providing, any business, investment, insurance, or 
accounting advice that does not bear directly on the appeal in this Action. 

Effective legal representation requires a high level of cooperation between attorney and 
client. By signing this letter, you therefore agree to cooperate with us, to keep us fully informed 
of all developments, and to ensure that Scranton performs its obligations as described in this 
letter, We, in turn, will rely on the information that you provide to us, We agree to provide the 
legal services reasonably required to represent Scranton with respect to the matters assigned to us 
and to take reasonable steps to keep you informed of our progress and to respond to your 

inquiries. 

In addition, yob will be responsible for advising us whether any document we have 
prepared or received and sent to you for your approval or review reflects the strategy and 
expectations discussed during our attorney-client communications, 

You agree that, with respect to all decisions regarding this engagement, we may take 
direction from Jessica•Eskra, Esq. or, in her absence, Stephanie Pisko, Esq.. 

SL 11623213v 1 000000,00000 
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STEVENS & LEE 
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Jessica Eslcra, Esq., Solicitor 
January 13, 2020 
Page 4 

General Provisions 

Enclosed with this letter is a statement entitled General Provisions, which sets forth 
additional terms and conditions, all of which are incorporated into this letter and apply to our 
representation to the extent not expressly inconsistent with this letter, 

Conflicts 

To determine if Scranton is involved in any matter adverse to our firm or to our clients, 
we have checked your name and the name of opposing parties through our computerized 
conflicts checking system. We also provided the lawyers in all of our offices with notice that we 
are proposing to represent Scranton as counsel. Neither of those searches has revealed any such 
matter or conflict. We therefore believe that we will have no conflict in representing Scranton i❑ 

this matter. 

We are a large firm with offices in several states, and we represent many other 
municipalities, companies, and individuals, It is possible that, during the time we are 
representing a client and at any time following the conclusion of our engagement, some of our 
present or future clients will be engaged in transactions, or encounter disputes, with Scranton. 
You agree that we may continue to represent, and may undertake in the future to represent, 

existing or new clients in any matter that is not substantially related to our work for Scranton 
even if the interests of such clients in those matters are directly adverse to Scranton, and to that 
end Scranton hereby waives any such conflict, We agree, however, that your advance consent to 
and waiver of conflicting representations contained in the preceding sentence shall not apply in 
any instance in which, as a result of our representation of Scranton, we have obtained 
proprietary, confidential, or other information of a non-public nature that, if known to such other 
client, could be used in any such other matter to Scranton's material disadvantage. 

We encourage you to participate actively in the matters we are handling for Scranton, 

because you are much closer to the details than we are and we want to be certain that our efforts 
are consistent with Scranton's goals. If at any time you have a question, comment or concern, or 
if we may be of service in another substantive area, I ask that you raise it with us at once so that 

we can address the matter without delay. 

If the foregoing is in accordance with your understanding of the terms and conditions 
upon which Scranton will engage us and the nature of our engagement, please confirm its 
acceptance and sign the enclosed duplicate copy of this letter in the space provided for this 
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Jessica Eslcra, Esq., Solicitor 
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Page 5 

purpose below and return it to me, Upon your acceptance, these terms and conditions shall apply 

to services we provided beginning on January 11, 2020, 

-Very truly yours, 

STEVENS & LEE 

Mart Gilmartin 

MJG:sab 

I have read and understand the terms and conditions set forth in this letter (including the 

attached General Provisions) and agree to them, 

Accepted and agreed to this  raj.'" day of  aa.from, — 1  , 2020: 

CITY OF SCRANTON 
LACKAWANNA COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA 

By:  
Jes ca Eskra, Solicitor 
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CITY OF SCRANTON 

ATTEST: 

BY: BY: 

 

Lori Reed, City Clerk 

 

Paige G. Cognetti, Mayor 

Date:  

BY: 

Date: 

 

 

   

 

John Murray, City Controller 

Date: 

APPROVED AS TO FORM: 

BY: 
Jessica L. Eskra, Esq., City Solicitor 

Date: 
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STEVENS & LEE 
LAWYERS & CONSULTANTS 

General Provisions 

Except as modified by the accompanying engagement letter, the following provisions will 
apply to the relationship between Stevens & Lee and our clients: 

1. The timefor which a client will be charged will include, but will not be limited to, 
telephone and office conferences with a client and counsel, witnesses, consultants, court 
personnel, and others; conferences among our personnel; factual investigation; legal research; 
responding to clients' requests to provide information to auditors in connection with reviews or 
audits of financial statements; drafting of letters, pleadings, briefs, agreements, and other 
documents; travel time; waiting time in court, closings, or elsewhere; and time in depositions and 
other discovery proceedings 

2, In addition to our fees, we will be entitled to payment or reimbursement for 
disbursements and other expenses incurred on behalf of a client such as photocopying, 
niessenger and delivery, air freight, computerized research, videotape recording, travel 
(including mileage, parking, airfare, lodging, meals, and ground transportation), long distance 
telephone, telecopying, postage, court costs, transcripts, and filing fees, To the extent that we 
directly provide any of these services, we reserve the right to adjust the amount we charge, at any 
time or from time to time, as we deem appropriate, in light of our direct costs, our estimated 
overhead allocable to the services, and outside competitive rates. Unless special arrangements 
are made, fees and expenses of others (such as experts, investigators., witnesses, consultants, and 
court reporters) and other large disbursements (in excess of $300) will not be advanced by our 
Firm and will be the responsibility of, and paid directly by, the client. 

3, Either at the beginning or during the course of our representation, we may express 
our opinions or beliefs concerning the matter or various courses of action and the results that 
might be anticipated. Any such statement made by any attorney or other employee of our Firm is 
intended to be an expression of opinion only, based on information available to us at the time, 
and is not a promise or guarantee of any particular result, 

4, A client shall have the right at any time to terminate our services and representation 
upon written notice to the Firm. Such termination shall not, however, relieve the client of the 
obligation to pay for all services rendered and disbursements and other expenses made or 
incurred on behalf of the client prior to the date of termination and for services rendered and 
expenses incurred after such date to the extent they are required to protect our client's interests or 
as may be required by appropriate authorities. 

5, We reserve the right to withdraw from our representation with our client's consent 
or without consent for good cause. "Good cause" may include the client's failure to honor the 
terms of the engagement letter, the client's failure to pay amounts billed in a timely manner, the 
client's failure to cooperate or follow our advice on a material matter, or any fact or circumstance 
that would, in our view, impair an effective attorney-client relationship or would render our 
continuing representation inappropriate, unlawful, or unethical, If we elect to do so, the client 
will take all steps necessary to free us of any obligation to perform further, including the 
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execution of any documents (including forms for substitution of counsel) necessary to complete 
our withdrawal, and we will be entitled to be paid for all services rendered and disbursements 

and other expenses made or incurred on behalf of the client prior to the date of withdrawal and 

for services rendered and expenses incurred after such date to the extent they are required to 

protect our client's interests or as may be required by appropriate authorities. 

6. We have found that our clients have become increasingly reliant upon various forms 

of electronic communication, such as e-mail, cellular telephones, other Internet communications, 

and electronic telefax (collectively, "Electronic Communications"), for purposes of day-to-day 

business communications. We note, however, that Electronic Communications may be 
inherently less secure than some traditional methods of communication (hard wired telephones 

and telefax, -U.S. mail and commercial couriers, for example) and involve a risk of interception 

by unauthorized third parties, We understand that, because of the convenience and efficiency of 

Electronic Communications, you are willing to accept the risk of unauthorized interception and 

authorize us to communicate with you (and with others with whom we have dealings in 

connection with the matters we are handling for you) by means of Electronic Communications, 

unless you advise us in writing to the contrary 
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January 13, 2020 log[GEN 
30  3 2020 

ovna OF CITY 

cOUNCLIGITY CLERK
.  

To the Honorable Council 
Of the City of Scranton 
Municipal Building 
Scranton, PA 18503 

SCM14/P1/1  DEPARTMENT OF LAW 
PENNSYLVANIA CITY HALL • 340 NORTH WASHINGTON AVENUE • SCRANTON, PENNSYLVANIA 18503 • PHONE: 570-348-4105 • FAX: 570-348-4263 

Dear Honorable Council Members: 

AllACHED IS A RESOLUTION RATIFYING AND APPROVING THE FEE 
AGREEMENT FOR LEGAL SERVICES FROM THE LAW FIRM STEVENS & LEE 
ON BEHALF OF THE CITY OF SCRANTON IN THE MAE1ER OF ST. FLEUR, ET 
AL. V. CITY OF SCRANTON, ET AL. (LACKAWANNA COUNTY COURT OF 
COMMON PLEAS DOCKET NO. 2017-CV-1403). 

Respectfully, 

Jes L. Eskra, Esquire 
City olicitor 

JLE/sl 
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